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I sincerely hope everyone is safe and well. Life hasn’t exactly got
back to normal and I know many participants, their families and
carers and staff are still being affected by the virus as close
contacts or unfortunately have the virus itself. The best of wishes
to you all from the Board. I know some families are having
problems with the 14 day isolation period for close contacts but
Sharing Places is a high risk setting so we have to follow the
directions from ACT Health (currently 7 day quarantine period with
the added precautions and monitoring for symptoms from days
8-14). Everyone at Sharing Places continues to take every safety
precaution under the strict eye of Mary-Ann Kal. It is so important
that participants are protected as well as the staff. The Board is
very grateful to participants, families and carers who have
supported Sharing Places and staff throughout this period.
A General Meeting of all members was held at Sharing Places on
Monday 25 May. Every member was notified well in advance and
provided with a full explanation of four proposed minor
amendments to our Constitution as well as receiving copies of the
previous Constitution which included the tracked amendments.
The four proposed changes were voted on separately, and received
unanimous approval from members attending. If you wish to have
a copy of the new Constitution please contact Rachel at Sharing
Places on 62901964. The Treasurer’s Report was accepted and
shows that our strategies re financial management are working
well allowing the Organisation to operate effectively. Directly
following the meeting, Mary-Ann Kal (Senior Manager –
Participants and Programs), held a meeting with members
attending in the form of a kitchen table conversation relating to the
ACT Government Office of Disability’s development of a new 10
year strategy to create a more accessible community to improve
the lives of people with disability.
The official opening of the Liberty Swing at Pearce was held
recently with the ACT Minister of Disability, Emma Davidson and
Carolyn and Neil Johnston and their two daughters, Naomi and Sally cutting the ribbon. The Johnston family made a considerable contribution to the Liberty Swing for which we are truly grateful.
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From the Chair - continued
It is with great sorrow that all at Sharing Places mourns the passing of two participants, Michael Savage
and Ashley Sare. They will be sorely missed. We also offer sincere condolences to the family of Dr Iva
Beatty who was a great supporter of Sharing Places and never missed a General Meeting or AGM for so
many years. We will miss her very much. Her daughter Barbara, sister of Susan, attended the General
Meeting which was fantastic and I know she will keep up the Beatty family tradition.
Please stay safe and well.
Warm regards
Sue Healy OAM | Board Chair

From the CEO
Sharing Places has had a very busy half of 2022 with some celebrations along with some challenges.
As you may already be aware, the cloud based client management system utilised by Sharing Places,
CTARS Pty Ltd, has recently informed us that an unauthorised third party gained access to their systems
and, as a result, data containing personal information relating to Sharing Places’ clients, their carers and
other contacts was downloaded from its system as a result of a cyber-attack. Sharing Places is following
advice from the Office of the Australian Information Commission, NDIS Quality and Safeguards
Commission, and Services Australia and we have contacted current and past service users regarding the
data breach via email or letters. If you have not received this advice, please contact us on
6290 1964. We want to assure everyone that we are doing everything that we can do to limit the
impact of this data breach on our service users. We will be providing updates to families as we progress
through this situation.
COVID cases in the ACT continue to remain persistent and, while we see cases continue in the
community, there will also continue to be cases that make their way to Sharing Places. This being the
case and the fact that we are a high risk setting, exposure events can result in programs being disrupted
and participants having to avoid high risk settings. ACT Health regularly review the rules around COVID
exposures and each event is unique in its circumstances. Mary-Ann Kal and her team, who are now
conducting the contact tracing for all exposure events (after this was handed over to services providers
from ACT Health some months ago), and each person’s risk after an exposure is determined according
to each individual’s unique circumstances. This has proved quite an intensive task and I would like to
acknowledge the fantastic efforts of Mary-Ann and the team leaders for their great work which, of
course, is on top of their usual duties. We continue to work closely, and report all exposure events to,
ACT Health and I thank them for their continuing support through this persistently challenging time.
We have welcomed several new participants to Sharing Places’ support teams around Canberra. As can
be expected, it can take some time for people to make the transition from school life to post school life,
but I am very proud of our young school graduates for embracing their new community environments
and we look forward to supporting them as they explore new opportunities.
We farewell two long term employees, Jackie Lam and Barbara Halvorsen. Jackie was employed for
over 20 years (most recently as a Program Coordinator) and has decided to take a very well earned
break.
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From the CEO - continued
Barbara was employed for 16 years as our payroll officer extraordinaire and she has decided to explore
new challenges. We wish them all the very best on their future endeavours.
We have had two new programs commence over the past few months, including flower shop deliveries
and cake deliveries. We have teamed up with a local flower shop and a local cake shop to get involved in
delivering some of their products around town. These activities open up opportunities for participants,
such as developing or maintaining social and conversation skills, work experience, building confidence,
participating in the community, and building relationships.
I’d like to share with you some general statistics for the organisation.
•

We currently support 170 people.

•

We have 15 support teams across 4 locations in Canberra (Wanniassa, Holt, and two sites in
Pearce).

•

We provide a total of 3800 service hours per week.

•

Just under one-third of participants use wheelchairs.

•

We have a fleet of 25 vehicles which is made up of 17 HiAce vans (14 of these are modified for
wheelchairs), 5 Kia people movers, and 3 Mazda station wagons.

•

We currently employ 105 people.

•

36% of our staff have been employed for 5 years or more, 26% have been employed for under
2 years, and the remaining 36% have been employed between 2 and 4 years.

•

Staff turnover was 9% during quarter 1 this year.

•

70% of our workforce are aged between 24 and 44 years old, 8% are under 24, 18% are 45-54
and 12% are over 55.

•

60% of our workforce are women and 40% are men.

I wish you all a safe and healthy Winter.
Kylie Stokes | CEO.

Flowers & Cake delivery
Sharing Places has teamed up with Bewitched Flowers and Gifts in Kambah to provide
our service users the opportunity to participate in a fun and social, interactive
community inclusive volunteering program delivering flowers. Currently we are
delivering the flowers to southside suburbs on Wednesdays and Fridays which we
commenced in March 2022, and will extend to more days shortly.
Thanks to Tabitha Kelly, the owner of Bewitched Flowers and Gifts, for supporting this
program. You can see their range via this link: www.bewitchedflowers.com.au.
We are currently collaborating with a local cake business Sweet Bloom Bakes and are
working through the logistics of a new cake delivery program, which is due to
commence next week. www.facebook.com/Sweet-Bloom-Bakes-111512044517383
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ACT Disability Strategy
Want to help shape the future 10-year ACT Disability Strategy?
The ACT Government wants to hear from people with disability, families, carers, supporters and
interested community members on how to create a more inclusive future for all Canberrans.
There are many ways to have your say:
•

Complete an online survey

•

Attend an open public forum

•

Attend a focus conversation

•

Join an online forum (dates to be confirmed soon)

•

Arrange a kitchen table conversation

•

Send in a written or video submission.

The consultation for the ACT Disability Strategy has been co-designed with the ACT Disability Reference
Group and all conversations will be led by people with disability.
The consultation is open until the end of July 2022. Find out more at:
yoursayconversations.act.gov.au/act-disability-strategy

Kitchen Table Conversation
Sharing Places is holding a kitchen table conversation to provide families with the
opportunity to be have their say on the ACT Disability Strategy.
On Thursday 16 June 2022, 1:00-3:00pm.

To be held in the Boardroom in Building 3,
Pearce Community Centre.
The meeting will also be held online via Microsoft Teams.
All are welcome.
Please RSVP to Wayne at wayne@sharingplaces.com.au or 6290 1964.
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Vale Michael Savage
It was with sadness that we learnt of the recent passing of Michael
Savage.
Michael had been with Sharing Places for just over 22 years and was a
much loved member of the Majura Team where he had made friends
who looked out for him and truly missed him when he was away.
Michael liked nothing more than a warm cup of tea and would readily let you know when he was up for
one with a smile and a stretched out hand.
He was indeed a nature lover and enjoyed exploring outdoor places. Over the years Michael has relished
in lots of experiences with his friends such as taking a trip on the tram, sailing, going to Mogo Zoo,
listening to the bands and music at the Music at Midday performances in the Canberra Theatre, and
getting out to all the various venues, events museums and galleries that Canberra has to offer.
Michael was keen to have a bowling game, get out in the Meywalker or pool when he was able, and also
enjoyed having a massage.
We will all miss Michael very much but we are fortunate to enjoy so many fond memories.
Our sincere condolences to all of Michael’s family and friends.

Vale Ashley Sare
It is with great sadness that in March we learnt about the passing of the beautiful
Ashley Sare.
Ashley joined the Sharing Places Boronia Team at Holt in the beginning of 2018
after graduating from school.
When Ashley joined Sharing Places, we learnt fairly quickly that she was a gentle
lady preferring a relaxed approach to her days. She liked massages, music and
movement and listening to stories with the addition of the accompanying
sensory experiences to compliment the story.
Ashley liked to look her best and enjoyed having her nails and hair done; her
favourite colours were pink and purple which was often reflected in her fashion style.
Ashley was an ABBA fan and every week joined her friends in music sessions with Mary; she also liked
gathering with others to listen to Bev singing and strumming her guitar during Country Music, and joining
others at the occasional disco.
When not too cold, Ashley would stroll outdoors, and had many trips to explore various places around
Canberra.
Ashley was a much loved lady with a wonderful smile and we truly miss seeing her every day.
Our sincere condolences to Ashley’s family and friends.
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Liberty Swing
The official opening of the Liberty Swing, along with the 30th
anniversary of the Pearce Community Centre (PCC), was a
lovely opportunity for the community to gather on a
beautifully sunny Canberra Autumn day. Sharing Places has
been a tenant of the PCC for many years and the Centre has
never looked so good. It continues to be very well utilised and
we congratulate it on 30 years of service to the community.
Pictured is Neil and Carolyn Johnston
cutting the ribbon for the Liberty Swing with the ACT Minister for Disability,
Emma Davidson.

Sally Johnston is also pictured demonstrating the use of the swing.
To source a key for this and other swings around the Canberra region, contact the Canberra and Region Visitors Centre on 6205 0044 to
organise a temporary key on presentation of a deposit ($10) and proof of
disability.

Carers Recognition Act
On 2 December 2021, the ACT Legislative Assembly passed the Carers Recognition Act 2021
(Carers Recognition Act) to formally recognise the essential role carers play in our community. The Carers
Recognition Act provides a set of principles affirming the significance of care relationships. These
principles include key elements, such as respect and recognition, and acknowledge carers’ diverse support
needs and circumstances.

The Carers Recognition Act establishes obligations for care and carer support agencies. These are entities
that provide or administer support services in relation to people in care relationships, and can be an ACT
Government directorate that manages or delivers support for people in a care relationship, or a
non-government agency providing support to people in a care relationship that is funded by the
ACT Government.
If you receive any care services that are provided (or funded) by the ACT Government, please have a read
through the Information Sheet and be aware of your rights as carers. If you have any queries about this
information, please contact Mary-Ann Kal (from Sharing Places) on 6290 1964.
You can download a copy of the Carers Recognition ACT Information Sheet, from our website under
“publications”. www.sharingplaces.com.au.
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Important Dates
June

13

Queen’s Birthday Holiday

September

12

SPI Training Day

October

3

Labour Day Holiday

31

Annual General Meeting

December

23

Last Day for clients – SPI Closure for Christmas

January 2023

9

SPI Reopens

Flu Shots - Access and Sensory Clinic
The Access and Sensory clinic is a valued and specialised vaccination service for people living with disability, their
carers and family members.
The ACT Chief Medical Officer has advised that the Access and Sensory clinic will also offer free influenza vaccines
to people aged 10 years and over with disability, and their carers.
As we head into winter it’s important that Canberrans are protected from influenza (flu), noting that the 2022 flu
season is expected to be more severe than the last two years.
Please be aware that:
• bookings for all vaccinations at the Access and Sensory clinic are essential.
• influenza vaccinations bookings will open from Monday 23 May 2022 – with appointments available
from Monday 6 June 2022.
• vaccination bookings can be made by calling the ACT COVID-19 vaccination priority booking line on
(02) 5124 3999, between 8:00am and 5:00pm, Monday to Friday.
• the clinic continues providing COVID-19 vaccination services to people who need it. The clinic will
increase its operating hours to help meet vaccination demand over the winter months. From Monday 6
June 2022, the Access and Sensory Clinic will open 3-days a week:
• Monday – 8:30am to 3:00pm,
• Tuesday – 8:30am to 3:00pm,
• Saturday – 8:30am to 3:00pm
The clinic is located at 24 Parkinson Street, Weston. Accessible parking and building access is available.
If you would like support from Sharing Places’ staff to assist your family member in receiving the flu shot, please
contact your Team or Program Coordinator.
7

admin@sharingplaces.com.au
www.sharingplaces.com.au
www.facebook.com/SharingPlacesInc
PO BOX 704
MAWSON ACT 2607
PEARCE COMMUNITY CENTRE
COLLETT PLACE
PEARCE ACT 2607

Sharing Places Inc
Membership 2022-2023

First Name …………………… Family Name …………………………………or
Business Name …………………………………………………………………...…
Address ……………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………….
Individual Membership

 $11

(incl GST)

Association Membership  $22

(incl GST)

