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Welcome to Sharing Places in 2022. I hope everyone had a great break but
COVID doesn’t help much does it?? It has been a jittery start to 2022 at
Sharing Places with participants and staff having to isolate for periods of
time mostly due to close contacts, but this appears (fingers crossed) to have
settled down with more participants and staff returning and programs
continuing. My thanks again to Kylie and all the staff for the fantastic work
they have been doing in keeping everyone as safe as they can and keeping
the service operational. All staff have been fully vaccinated and most
participants who are able to have the jabs have also been vaccinated.
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The COVID Response Plan and COVID Protocol set out clear steps and
processes that Sharing Places follow and review regularly. The Board is
currently reviewing risk management processes around COVID.
The Board has established Four Sub Committees to assist in providing advice
and recommendations to the whole Board.
The four Sub Committees are:
Finance, Audit and Risk
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Each Board member is on one or more of the Sub Committees which have
established Terms of Reference. They try to meet in between Board
meetings and report regularly to the full Board. Kylie, Alicia and Mary-Ann
are also members of the Sub Committees.
Let us hope that everything settles down during this year but it will take
time and if we all pull together we will get through it. Sharing Places will
continue to maintain the expertise and highly specialised work through
which participants maintain a high quality of life in a learning and caring
environment.
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From the Executive Director
It has been a challenging start to 2022 but it has been great to welcome everyone back for the new year,
and we have also welcomed a number of new starters to Sharing Places.
Sharing Places continued to operate as usual during the latest COVID-19 outbreak. Omicron has been an
interesting variant sweeping through the community so quickly, we hardly had time to take a breath.
However, it seems that we are through the worst of it now and we will be able to return to ‘COVIDnormal’. Sharing Places’ participants and staff were affected by this strain at the same rate as the wider
community. There were some disruptions to programs and usual services during exposure isolation
periods and I thank everyone for their ongoing support in keeping everyone safe and healthy. As I write
this, the rules around mask wearing are about to be relaxed, however, as Sharing Places is a high risk
setting, we will be continuing to wear masks. The pandemic is likely to be around for some time to come
so we will continue to follow our COVID Response Plan and our COVID Safe Action Plan.
During the first weeks of 2022, Sharing Places changed programs in response to the Omicron outbreak.
Many activities were modified and we took advantage of online options. We will continue to modify
activities where necessary and will resume regular activities as soon as we can. We will soon be setting up
the two gym rooms at Pearce and Holt that we received funding for, and the Liberty Swing at the Pearce
Community Centre is now installed. We are also in the process of commencing a new program to
collaborate with a local florist to assist them with their flower deliveries.
Sharing Places is in the process of implementing an electronic Visitor Management System across its
services. Every person accessing, working, or visiting any Sharing Places site will be requested to sign in
using a QR code. This will enable an improved system of keeping track of all movement within our
centres. Please let all support workers know that this is being implemented and we will soon be asking
people to adopt the new visitor management system.
The Disability Royal Commission is entering its final full year and has 14 hearings planned during 2022.
You can also share your experiences by making a submission or requesting a private session with a
Commissioner. Registrations for private sessions close on 30 June 2022 and the final date for submissions
is 31 December 2022. For more information about the Royal Commission, please follow this link
https://disability.royalcommission.gov.au/.
In NDIS news, prices have increased by 0.25% from 1 January 2022 for community participation supports
to cover the extra PPE costs incurred by service providers. This increase will be temporary and will be in
place until the new price guide is released from 1 July 2022. If you have any concerns about your plan
funds being adequate to cover the increases, please contact either the NDIA or Mary-Ann Kal from
Sharing Places on 6290 1964.
We were extremely sad to learn of the passing of a dear friend within the Sharing Places community
recently, Iva Beatty. Iva was much loved by all who had the pleasure of knowing her. We have been so
fortunate to have had her support over many many years, and we will miss her greatly. Our very best
wishes are extended to Iva’s family during this time.
Sharing Places continues to be financially viable and strong in its core values and purpose, and we are all
looking forward to a beautiful Canberra Autumn.
Kylie Stokes
Sharing Places | Executive Director
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COVID Boosters
Sharing Places recently held an in-reach vaccination clinic at
the Pearce Community Centre. Thirty six people successfully
received their booster shot.
Alex, pictured, is an example of how beneficial this program
has been. Alex had the opportunity to receive the booster in
a familiar environment with a support worker he knew and
with his mum present, who also received the booster,
alleviating his anxiety, enabling him to receive the needle.
Alex and many others would have otherwise found it very
difficult to sit for the booster shot and we thank the
ACT Government and the Aspen Medical team for giving our
participants this opportunity, to benefit from receiving the
booster in such a familiar setting.

Meet Zdenka
Zdenka has worked for Sharing Places since 2017, some of you may
remember her working as a support worker at our Melba site.
Approximately 12 months ago we recognised the need for a dedicated
position of Service Coordinator within the administration team, to assist
with the workload and provide a single point of contact for our
participants and their advocates while negotiating their service
agreement. We were looking for someone to coordinate documentation
for support requirements, liaise with families and other stakeholders and
prepare service agreements for our participants, initially for a trial period
of twelve months.
With Zdenka's previous administration experience, we were grateful to
discover that she was our person! Sharing Places prides itself in being able to promote opportunities for
advancement within our organisation and we couldn't be happier to have Zdenka on board as our first
point of contact in negotiating and renewing our participant service agreements.
If you have a pending NDIS review and are looking for documentation to take with you for your review or
you have a change of circumstances or contact details for your service agreement, please contact Zdenka
so that she can assist you in acquiring the documentation that you need. Zdenka works closely with the
Program Manager, support teams and finance team to ensure you have all of the details you need.
You can also expect Zdenka to contact you to ensure the details we have for you are up to date and
relevant.
We can now officially welcome Zdenka to the permanent role of Service Coordinator and introduce her as
the first point of contact for all of your service agreement needs. Please contact Zdenka by phone on
6290 1964 or via email at servicecoordinator@sharingplaces.com.au.
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Liberty Swing
Thanks to a generous donation
from the Johnston family and
funding received from the ACT
Government, the Pearce
Community Centre has a
beautiful new Liberty Swing.
It was about eighteen months
ago that the Centre and Sharing
Places had the idea to install a
Liberty swing, but after realising
the expense, we had decided
that it may not be a reality.
Sharing Places was very fortunate to have a strong advocate in
Richard Bear, who worked tirelessly to make this a reality.
The construction has been a slow process due to COVID-19
slowing down deliveries and the inclement weather, so we are
thrilled to have it finished and ready to use.
Most days Bruce from Bruce's Playgrounds, had an audience
who couldn’t contain their enthusiasm during the construction
of the swing.
The swing is available for anyone in the community and keys can
be obtained through Access Canberra or the Pearce Community
Centre Administration.
An official launch will be held in May in conjunction with the 30
year anniversary of the Pearce Community Centre.

Hands Up For Canberra
Let’s raise $1 million for over 75 local charities helping Canberrans in need!
Wednesday, March 9 is the Hands Up for CBR Giving Day - 48 hours to give
where you live to support the wonderful organisations in our community,
working with those in need every day. For charities with matched funding,
every $1 you donate will become $2 for the first $5,000 fundraised, so the
$5k becomes $10k!
We'll have 48 hours to raise $1,000,000! Come on Canberra, raise your hand for CBR!
Go to the link below to make your donation!
https://giving.handsacrosscanberra.org.au/event/sharing-places
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General Meeting
Sharing Places General Meeting will be held:
On Monday 23 May 2022, at 7.00pm.
To be held in the Large Meeting Room, Building 1,
Pearce Community Centre.
An option to join the meeting via Zoom will be available. More information for this
will be available closer to the time
All are welcome.
Please call Rachel on 62901964 for more information.

Accessible information on COVID-19 for the
ACT community
COVID-19 can be complicated and with information changing, it can be hard to keep up. The
ACT Government has easy read resources about COVID-19 which can be useful for many people in our
community.
The information can be:
· viewed on the website
· downloaded and printed as separate factsheets
· downloaded and printed as a booklet.
The information covered in the easy read resources includes:
· What is COVID-19?
· How to stop the spread of COVID-19
· How and when to get a COVID-19 test
· How to prepare in case you get COVID-19
· What to do if you were near someone with COVID-19
· What to do if you test positive for COVID-19
· What to do if you are sick with COVID-19
The information is set out with pictures and short sentences to guide you through the information and
what you need to do. Any hard words first appear in blue and are explained in the text. There is also
separate list of hard words you can refer to. Included in the text are useful links to where you can find out
more information and resources that you might need. These easy read resources were updated in
February 2022. Some information may change as the situation and rules change. The resources will be
reviewed and updated regularly. You can find the easy read resources here:
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/services-and-support/easy-read-resources
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Bike Repair
Over the years this bike has had a lot of use but in recent times it has sat in a shed unused and needing
some love. Our new participant Braythan loves to keep active so we had reason to source a
repairer for the bike. Thanks to The Bike Guy, who came to Sharing Places at Pearce and spent all
morning bringing the bike back to life, Braythan now has a fantastic bike to use. We think there will be
many more rides left in it and Braythan will clock up plenty of miles.

Client Profile - Slade
Sharing Places would like to welcome Slade, who has graduated from
School and is the newest member of our Arawang Support Team at
Pearce.
With his beautifully warm smile, Slade is a real character who enjoys
anything to do with music, in particular the drumming and music
classes where he shows off a natural affinity for the drums and other
percussion instruments; he appreciates rap music and having the
guitar played to him. Slade also has some excellent dance moves!
Slade appreciates being outdoors, exploring his new surrounds and
getting out and about in the community.

Slade has a great sense of humour and his easy going nature is a hit
with his peers and has made forming new friendships at Sharing Places
easy. Staff look forward to learning more about Slade in his journey
going forward.
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Important Dates
March

14
21

Canberra Day Holiday
SPI Training Day

April

15
18
25

Good Friday
Easter Monday
ANZAC Day Holiday

May

23
30

General Meeting
Reconciliation Day

June

13

Queen’s Birthday Holiday

September

12

SPI Training Day

October

3
31

Labour Day Holiday
Annual General Meeting

December

23

Last Day for clients – SPI Closure for Christmas & New Year

January 2023

9

SPI Reopens

Please be aware of the days marked in purple as on these days Sharing Places will be
closed and will not be open to clients.

*PLEASE NOTE*
Sharing Places will be closed on
Monday 21 March
for staff training.
Sharing Places will
resume programs as normal on
Tuesday 22 March.
For any further enquires please call the office on 6290 1964
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Sharing Places Inc
Membership 2021/2022

First Name …………………… Family Name …………………………………or
Business Name …………………………………………………………………...…
Address ……………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………….
Individual Membership

 $11

(incl GST)

Association Membership  $22
(incl GST)

