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From the Executive Director
A very big Happy New Year to you all. I hope this Newsletter finds you
safe and well.
It’s been an interesting start to the year with some ups and downs
when it comes to the pandemic. The vaccine arriving earlier than
anticipated is both reassuring and thought provoking. The Board and
Management of Sharing Places are keeping well informed of the
progress of the vaccine rollout and you will find more information
about it in this newsletter.
Sharing Places is certainly getting back on track operationally
following a challenging 2020. There has been a further easing of
COVID-19 restrictions with the 4 metres per person rule being
reduced to 2 metres per person. This will assist us in re-commencing
more activities. With this easing of restrictions comes more
responsibility for our own safety, and the ACT Government has
introduced mandatory check-in points using the Check in CBR app.
Sharing Places is registered to use the app, and this will mean that
every person visiting any Support Team or any Sharing Places venue
will be required to check in using the app and will need to check in
any participants that they are accompanying. This is in addition to our
usual handover practices.
Sharing Places has made some improvements to our handover
procedures which are now well underway at each team base. These
improvements include having a designated worker overseeing the
handovers, confirming the identification of the support workers that
participants are handed over to, improvements to our documentation
around handovers, and increased training in our induction modules
for new staff around our handover procedures. These improvements
are designed to tighten the controls in place and improve the overall
experience for participants and workers.
We have also made some improvements around our individual
support processes and have developed a framework and supporting
documentation for Programs of Supports which will commence from
1 July 2021, along with the new group pricing arrangements. You can
expect to receive the new documentation and Programs of Supports
prior to that date. More information on the framework is available in
this newsletter.
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From the Executive Director
A draft COVID-19 Outbreak Response Plan has been developed which complements the COVID Safe Action
Plan currently in operation. The Plan provides an understanding of, and minimises the risks
associated with, the panedemic prioritising the safety of the Sharing Places community while maintaining
a safe and effective service and business continuity. The Plan will be distributed once it is final.
The Disability Royal Commission continues and has set its hearing dates for 2021. Check out our website
for more information, or go to the official website www.disability.royalcommission.gov.au.
Looking ahead, we will be focussing our attention on implementing the Programs of Supports as well as
moving ahead with the Strategic and Business Plans. Our General Meeting is coming up in May and this
will be held in person and via Zoom, and I encourage everyone to attend to hear more about the
organisation’s achievements. More information about the General Meeting is available in this newsletter.
Stay safe!
Kylie Stokes
Sharing Places | Executive Director

CBR Check In App
From Saturday 6 March, the ACT Government introduced
mandatory use of the CBR Check in App for businesses such
as Sharing Places. Use of the app assists in keeping the community safe and businesses open.
Sharing Places is required to comply with this public health direction and, as such, we ask
that all participants, support workers, staff, and visitors please comply with this direction
and use the app.
If we knowingly let a patron on to our premises without them checking in, we may be in
breach of the health direction, for which there are fines, individuals may also face a fine of
$1,000 if they fail to comply.
If you are unable to use the Check in CBR app, please report to reception in Building 3 at
the Pearce Community Centre, or to a staff member at Holt, Wanniassa or Corin.
The information collected in the app cannot be accessed by Sharing Places and is stored by
ACT Health for 28 days and then deleted.
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Vale Craig Bowman
It was with great sadness that the Sharing Places recently said
goodbye to Craig Bowman after supporting him for almost 30
years.
Craig was truly a much-loved member of the Waratah Team and
had many friends, having a special bond and friendship with
Susan.
When walking around the centre or exploring the sites of Canberra, Craig would give a wave and ‘hello’ to
the people he met. He had a great sense of humour and loved to socialise with others.
Craig had a passion for music and enjoyed playing the keyboard or striking the drums with vigour; he liked
to rock and dance to music or musical performances.
He loved the great outdoors and relished in the sunshine and appreciated a good barbecue or picnic
lunch. Craig was also a skilled cook, focused on mixing, whisking or beating ingredients before sampling
the end products.
Craig took delight in being around children and watching their antics; we remember Craig’s huge smile
and raucous laughter as the kids played, clowned around and squealed!
Craig was an avid bowler, determined to get the ball down the ramp and strike the pins. He loved to
spend time in the hydrotherapy pool and unwind with a massage.
We will all miss him very much. Our sincere condolences to all of Craig’s family and friends.
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Grind to Ground
A new social enterprise called Grind to Ground is the brainchild of a team of students at the
Canberra Institute of Technology (CIT). Grind to Ground is a sustainable business that collects clean
sawdust from the CIT carpentry department and combines it with clean, used coffee grounds to create
soil or compost enhancer which can be added to home gardens to enrich the soil. Most coffee grounds
and clean sawdust is thrown out as landfill, however Grind to Ground intends to solve that problem and
provide meaningful paid employment for people living with an intellectual disability. Sharing Places has
been lucky enough to be included in getting this initiative off the ground. Although it is the goal to offer
paid employment to people with intellectual disability in the future, Sharing Places is currently assisting
by providing volunteers. We have a team of people that collect coffee grounds from local cafes and who
also work onsite at CIT to carry out a variety of tasks, including mixing and bagging of the soil enhancer,
sweeping/raking, cleaning used pots, sorting plastic containers, and threading labels onto bags ready to
sell. Participants find the involvement to be very rewarding and
engaging.
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Activities Re-commencing
With the rise in COVID-19 cases last year and subsequent COVID-19 restrictions, Sharing Places was forced
to temporarily cease some of our activities.
With the restrictions now being eased, we are very pleased to see many of these now recommencing
including Remedial massage, Meals on Wheels deliveries, National Zoo & Aquarium Volunteering, and for
our music loving clients we are also thrilled to see the return of Rhythm Village and Country Music.

The NDIA's new Program of Supports initiative enables providers of group-based supports to enter into an
agreement with a participant for a program of support where the program is towards the achievement of
specified outcomes. Sharing Places will be introducing Program of Supports from 1 July 2021 and this
Framework (and related documentation) aims to articulate the relationship between individual goals,
outcomes, activities, and goal progress throughout our processes. Much of the documentation will
already be very familiar to you all. If you have any queries about the Framework, please contact
Mary-Ann Kal on 6290 1964.
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COVID-19 Vaccines
The following information has been gathered from the Australian Government Department of Health
regarding the COVID-19 Vaccines that are now available.
•

The Australian Government is committed to providing everyone in Australia with access to safe and
effective COVID-19 vaccines

•

COVID-19 vaccines are free for everyone in Australia

•

The COVID-19 vaccine is voluntary so you can choose whether to have the vaccination or not.

•

There are three Phases for the vaccine rollout. People with disability are included in Phase 1a, 1b
and 2a.

•

Many people living in group residential support settings will get their vaccination at their residence.
For others, people will be able to access vaccinations at GP clinics that meet specific requirements,
state/territory-run vaccination clinics and pharmacies. Home visits may be available for people who
are unable to visit a vaccination location on a case-by-case basis and more details on that will be
made available later this year.

•

Service Providers have an obligation to try to accommodate your wishes around your support staff
being vaccinated, however as vaccination is voluntary, some of your workers may choose not to get
the vaccine. If you have concerns around this, please contact Mary-Ann Kal on 2690 1964.

The following websites have more information about the vaccinations:
https://www.covid19.act.gov.au/stay-safe-and-healthy/vaccine
https://www.health.gov.au/initiatives-and-programs/covid-19-vaccines/getting-vaccinated-for-covid-19/
information-for-people-with-disability-about-covid-19-vaccines

General Meeting
Sharing Places General Meeting will be held
On Monday 24 May 2021, at 7.00pm.
To be held in Building 1,
Pearce Community Centre.
An option to join the meeting via Zoom will be available. More information for this
will be available closer to the time
All are welcome.
Please call Rachel on 62901964 for more information.
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Important Dates
March

15

SPI Training Day

April

2

Good Friday

5

Easter Monday

26

ANZAC Day Holiday

24

General Meeting

31

Reconciliation Day

June

14

Queen’s Birthday Holiday

September

13

SPI Training Day

October

4

Labour Day Holiday

25

Annual General Meeting

December

17

Last Day for clients – SPI Closure for Christmas & New Year

January 2022

3

New Years Day Public Holiday

May

4

SPI Reopens

(Tue)

Please be aware of the days marked in purple as on these days Sharing Places will be
closed and will not be open to clients.

*PLEASE NOTE*
Sharing Places will be closed on
Monday 15 March
for staff training.
Sharing Places will
resume programs as normal on
Tuesday 16 March.
For any further enquires please call the office on 6290 1964
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Sharing Places Inc
Membership 2020-2021

First Name …………………… Family Name …………………………………or
Business Name …………………………………………………………………...…
Address ……………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………….
Individual Membership

 $11

(incl GST)

Association Membership  $22

(incl GST)

