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From the Chair
With winter now behind us, and the ACT now COVID Free for almost two
months, it’s a little easier to think positively and start planning for the run into
the end of the year. I know I have certainly appreciated the warmer weather of
the past week and I am sure that you have too. As you all know, the last few
months have been a challenging time for us all. But together, we have stayed
strong and weathered this initial storm, and it is nice to have a small sense of
normality return.
As I noted as part of our General Meeting reports, the Sharing Places Board has
taken a proactive approach to dealing with the changing circumstances and
ongoing impact of COVID-19 on the operations of our organisation. The Board
and I are very pleased that the organisation has stayed strong throughout this
period of uncertainty. In no small part this is due to the significant efforts of all
of you – our staff, participants and carers and guardians. We have all managed
this risk carefully and thoughtfully. Together we have ensured that Sharing
Places is and remains a COVID Safe environment, and importantly a place
where fun is had, skills are learnt and goals are achieved. I want to continue to
thank everyone for doing their part to ensure things remain this way.
With the end of the financial year behind us, I am pleased to report a strong
result for the 2019-20 financial year, and I will have more to say on this result
at our Annual General Meeting later in the year. The organisation will now
begin to transition away from the significant financial supports that have been
provided by the Government.
With Sharing Places now returning to a more normal state of operations, the
Sharing Places Board will begin to return our attention to the tasks that were
occupying us pre-COVID – namely the implementation of our 2020-2025
Strategic Plan, our work on planning for the future growth of Sharing Places,
continued implementation of our IT Strategy and the search for a suitable
patron for Sharing Places.
A reminder that Sharing Places will hold our Annual General Meeting next
month. There will be scope for members to attend in person, but also
electronically. More information on how you can participate will be circulated
in the coming weeks. I encourage you to attend and contribute to the
discussion on how we can continue to plan for a bright future for
Sharing Places.
Ms Shelby A. E. Schofield
Chair | Sharing Places Board
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From the Executive Director
I hope this newsletter finds you all safe and well as we move into some warmer weather.
While COVID-19 is still very prominent, the ACT has been extremely fortunate that we can now enjoy
some easing of the restrictions we have been living with over the past few months. In order to keep
everyone safe, Sharing Places has now implemented COVID-19 Risk Assessments for all participants as
well as room and vehicle checklists for cleaning and hygiene. We are also still avoiding crowded spaces,
such as shopping centres and grocery stores. However, some activities have recommenced and we are
starting to venture out a little more in a limited and very considered capacity. For instance, café visits are
happening only where we can visit a venue that is not overcrowded and we can see has COVID Safe
practices in place.
As you will be aware, the NDIS released a new Price Guide in July which contained some very different
procedures for group supports and this will impact Sharing Places in the future. We have until July 2021
to implement the new guidelines and we will be utilising that transition time to develop new procedures,
test and evaluate those procedures, educate our staff, liaise with families and guardians, implement the
new processes and follow up with the appropriate paperwork such as Service Agreements. We are
currently learning as much as we can about the new arrangements while we work through our transition
plan. You will start to receive more information as the financial year progresses. I want to assure
everyone that, although there will be changes in some paperwork and procedures, the changes will not
have any impact on the quality of support and activities currently provided.
The NDIA have just announced some improvements to the way the Scheme is administered in response to
feedback from participants and the disability sector as well as the findings from the independent review of
the NDIS legislation conducted by Mr David Tune AO PSM. These improvements include the introduction
of a Participant Service Charter, a Participant Service Improvement Plan and independent assessments for
participants. You can read more about these on the website www.ndis.gov.au and we have put some
links to two videos from the Minister for NDIS and the CEO of the NDIA on our website (News Page)
www.sharingplaces.com.au.
The Disability Royal Commission has resumed public hearings and private sessions, and you can find a list
of the hearings along with how to get in touch with the Royal Commission on our website.
Our Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be coming up in October as is the requirement as part of the
Associations Incorporated Act 1991. However, it will go ahead in a COVID safe way. The AGM will be held
on 26 October 2020 at 7pm. It will be held with limited physical attendance (approx. 15 people) at the
Pearce Community Centre, and others will be able to access the meeting online. I hope this will also
provide the opportunity for people who would normally find it difficult to participate in the AGM, to do so.
More details of how to participate will be sent out closer to the time.
On a final note, the organisation continues to operate in a strong and viable position, and we are well
placed for this continue into the future. While some room improvements/purchasing were on hold for
some time, these upgrades will be occurring in the near future. We look forward to a more positive end
to the year.
Kylie Stokes
Executive Director | Sharing Places
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Please Note—Staff Training day
Sharing Places will be closed on Monday 14 September for staff training.
Sharing Places will resume programs as normal on Tuesday 15 September.
For any further enquires please call the office on 6290 1964.

COVID-19 Planning Tool
A new COVID-19 Planning Tool has been developed to assist people with disability and their families get
the facts about COVID-19, make a plan for how they will manage during the pandemic, and know what to
do if they experience symptoms.
The resource was developed by researchers at the University of Sydney, in partnership with the
Queenslanders with Disability Network.

You can download and print the Planning Tool online at https://collaborating4inclusion.org/covid-19person-centred-emergency-preparedness/ or alternatively you can call Rachel from this office on
62901964 and she can send you a copy through the mail.

ACT Government COVID-19 helpline
The ACT Government’s COVID -19 helpline (02 6207 7244) can provide you and your family with:
• Requests for support for the more vulnerable and isolated people in our community
• Support for those self-isolating or in quarantine
• Health and mental health advice and referrals
• Advice and information about the ACT Government’s recent community and business stimulus
packages
• Advice on COVID-19 related scams
If you need support, please call the helpline on 02 6207 7244

Further information on all matters related to COVID-19 in the ACT is available at covid19.act.gov.au
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Inclusive Community Garden
The Pearce Community Centre has been lucky enough to source funding for a fantastic new Inclusive
Community Garden. The garden is located on the lawn behind Building 1 of the centre, and runs the entire length of the building. When all work is completed the garden will have garden beds with trees and
flowers and a covered seating area, and bench seats amidst the potted flowers and garden beds. A feature will also be a large community vegetable garden space with raised garden beds and fencing to ensure security.
At the end of August the Centre hosted a working bee for planting and concreting. Sharing Places got
their hands dirty and participated in this event. While everyone was hard at work planting, our Sharing
Delights Café workers provided much appreciated coffee refreshments. See the next page for photos.
Thanks to the President of the Pearce Community Centre, Carol Mead (CEO of SHOUT) for her fantastic
vision for the garden and her hard work in sourcing the funding.
An official launch of the garden space will be held in September, see the flyer below for further details.
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Notice of

Date:

Annual General Meeting

Time:

Agenda

We l c o m e — A t t e n d a n c e /A p o l o g i e s

•

A m e n d m e n t s /A c c e p t a n c e o f t h e
2019 Minutes

•

•

Business Arising from the 2019
Minutes
•

Executive Director ’s Report
•
•

•
•

Chair’s Report

Tr e a s u r e r ’ s R e p o r t

Venue:
The Pearce Community Centre
Collett Place, Pearce
RSVP: 6290 1964 by 23 October

The AGM will provide you with an
opportunity to catch up with staff and
the newly elected Board, over
supper. You will also gain an overview
of what Sharing Places has achieved
over the past 12 months.

Appointment of New Board
Appointment of Auditor and
Legal Adviser

•

Appointment of Public Officer
Sharing Places Inc.
ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS & BOARD MEMBERS
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OCTOBER 2020

Name of Nominee: …..……………………………………….…...
Position: Chair
Signature:

Secretary

Vice-Chair

Treasurer

Board Member

…………………………………………..…………………………………………………………….

Proposed By: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Name

Signature

Seconded by: ………..……………………………………………………………………………………………..
Name

Signature
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Important Dates
September

14

SPI Training Day

October

5

Labour Day Holiday

26

Annual General Meeting

18

Last Day for clients – SPI Closure for
Christmas & New Year

December

January 2021

4

SPI Reopens

(Mon)

7

Please be
aware of the
days marked
in purple as
on these days
Sharing Places
will be closed
and will not
be open to
clients.

PEARCE COMMUNITY CENTRE
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PEARCE ACT 2607
PO BOX 704
MAWSON ACT 2607
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www.facebook.com/SharingPlacesInc

Sharing Places Inc
Membership 2020-2021

First Name …………………… Family Name …………………………………or
Business Name …………………………………………………………………...…
Address ……………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………….
Individual Membership

 $11

(incl GST)

Association Membership  $22

(incl GST)

