COMMUNICATOR

From the Executive Director
It is with great pleasure that I present my first report for 2018. I would like
to firstly welcome those who graduated from school last year and have
now commenced with Sharing Places. As has been consistent with the
intake over the past couple of years, we welcomed quite a number of new
people and we look forward to supporting them to achieve their personal
goals. We continue to manage the organisation’s steady growth, and have
recently acquired long-awaited additional vehicles to ensure we continue to
be able to support people to access, and actively participate in, their
community. We have also secured additional space at the Holt Community
Hub so that people with high and complex support needs can be supported
in a way that respects their needs and ensures their wellbeing.
During 2018, Sharing Places will be introducing two staff training days; one
on 19 March and one on 17 September. Please note that Sharing Places
will be closed to participants on those two days. A reminder about the
upcoming staff training day and service closure is included in this
newsletter.
Sharing Places will hold a General Meeting on Monday 21 May 2018 at 7pm
at the Pearce Community Centre. Although it is a requirement for Sharing
Places as an Incorporated Association to hold General Meetings, it is also a
chance for the Board and senior team to report to you about how the
organisation is going. At the meeting, we will also be looking to hold focus
groups as a way of opening up lines of communication and receiving
feedback from you about how we are going. I urge you all to come along
and participate in the meeting. More information about the meeting is
included in this newsletter.
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On 5 May 2018, we will be holding an Autumn Fair fundraiser and
community event at Queanbeyan Showground; with market stalls, food,
entertainment, and a car exhibition. We need volunteers for the event, so if
you would like to be involved, please contact Rachel at
rachel@sharingplaces.com.au. We also urge you all to pass on the details
of the Autumn Fair to people in your networks and to encourage them to
come along on the day and support the event.
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From the Executive Director Continued
The Standing Committee on Health, Ageing, Community and Social Services is inquiring into the
implementation, performance and governance of the NDIS in the ACT. In particular, the Committee would
like to hear about any gaps or duplicates of services provided by the ACT Government and the Australian
Government, workforce development strategies, the Human Services Registrar, local area coordination
(Feros Care), and whether there are unique factors relating to the provision of disability services.
If you would like more information, or would like to provide information to the Committee you can visit
www.parliament.act.gov.au.
Lastly, a word about the NDIA and planning reviews. Recently, we have been receiving feedback from
some families that the NDIA planners have been advising them things about Sharing Places that families
know to be incorrect, including that we don’t provide one on one supports and that we charge the wrong
rate for supports. This information is incorrect. I urge any families who hear anything that they are
unsure of to contact us for clarification. Many of you have been involved with Sharing Places for many,
many years so please be reminded that your knowledge of our service may be much more extensive than
that of NDIA or Feros Care planners. If you have any queries at all, please don’t hesitate to contact us.
Warm Regards,
Kylie Stokes

General Meeting
Sharing Places General Meeting will be held
on Monday 21 May 2018
To be held in Building 3,
Pearce Community Centre.
At 7.00pm
All are welcome. Please call Rachel on 62901964
for more information.

Sharing Places is selling the Entertainment book again! See the
flyer insert in this newsletter for more information!

Volume 28, Issue 1

Page 3

Connect and Participate Expo
The Connect And Participate (CAP) Expo, now in its 5 th year, is a community event that showcases the
range of opportunities available for Canberrans to join interest groups and social clubs.
From sports and recreation groups, to art, craft, music, dance, leisure, cultural, performing arts, hobby,
social and ‘special interest’ groups, there is something for everyone at the CAP Expo. The day is always
fun, with ‘come and try activities’, live music, performances, and food stalls.
After you have had a look around the expo and identified all of those opportunities for community
participation, make sure you talk to us about how we can support your family member to get involved.
The event details are as follows:
What: CAP Expo 2018
Venue: Old Bus Depot Building, 21 Wentworth Avenue, Kingston
Date: Saturday 24 March 2018
Time: 11.00am – 4.00pm
If you would like more information, please visit
http://www.communityservices.act.gov.au/wac/community/connect-and-participate-expo or
https://www.facebook.com/CAPExpo

Feros Care Free Workshops
Feros Care is partnering with the NDIS to provide Local Area Coordination (LAC) to help more people live
healthy, fulfilling and connected lives.
As a NDIS LAC partner in the community, Feros Care is holding workshops and information sessions to
help you get the right services in place to support you.
During March, Feros Care are holding the following workshops:





NDIS Budget workshop: Plan Implementation
Starting your NDIS Plan as a Self-Managed Participant
Knowing your rights—NDIS Service Agreements
Navigating the myPlace Participant Portal

For more information call Feros Care on 1300 986 970 or visit www.feroscare.com.au/ndis. Alternatively,
you are welcome to drop in to the Feros office at 6 Shae Street, Phillip ACT anytime
Monday - Friday 8.30am—4.30pm.
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PEG TRAINING
Sharing Places has always been committed to staff training and updating of skills. In January this year, we
sent thirteen staff members for PEG and Diabetes training, which was conducted with Key2Learning and
is a nationally accredited course.
Topics covered in this course:


PEG and PEGJ Feeding and Support
Nutrition Delivery
Water Flushing
Medication Administration
Release of Stomach Gas



Suctioning



Diabetes Management (BGL Monitoring)

A mix of staff members from across the service attended, ensuring that the people we support are
provided with the best possible care and support.
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Autumn Fair
Sharing Places is holding an Autumn Fair at the Queanbeyan Showground
on Saturday May 5.
Market and food stalls, various car clubs will be bringing their cars for us to see,
entertainment from the Country Music Association of Canberra and a jumping castle for
the kids will be just some of what we will have on offer!
$2 per person entry
We hope to see you there!

Sharing Places Vehicle Fleet.
Sharing Places relies heavily on our fleet of vehicles so that participants can attend a variety of daily
activities as well as providing home transport for many clients .
With our participant numbers growing Sharing Places transport needs have also increased. We are
pleased to have now added a new twelve seater van to the fleet and will have two additional modified
vans coming in the next few months. This will take the total number of vehicles in our fleet to 26.

Staff Training day
Sharing Places will be closed Monday 19 March 2018 for staff training.
Sharing Places programs will resume as usual on Tuesday 20 March 2018
for our normal hours of operation.
Please call the office on 6290 1964 for any enquiries.
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Service Outcomes
Sharing Places has a Service Outcomes statement in which it is stated that our primary outcomes are:


Participation of people with high support needs in social, recreational and other activities of their
choice.



Participation of people with challenging behaviour in social, recreational and other activities of
their choice through provision of positive behaviour management support.



Development, enhancement and maintenance of functional living skills and facilitating a level of
independence appropriate to each person through participation in activities.



Development of pre-vocational skills through specialised activities.

Do you have any feedback about how well you think we are achieving these outcomes? If so, please look
out for opportunities through the year to provide your feedback. In May, we will be issuing a Consumer
Satisfaction Survey to provide you with the opportunity to provide us with feedback; and there will also
be an opportunity to provide your feedback at the General Meeting to be held on 21 May.

2018 Canberra Show
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Important Dates 2018
March

12

Canberra Day Holiday

19

SPI Training Day

30

Good Friday

31

Easter Saturday

1

Easter Sunday

2

Easter Monday

25

ANZAC Day Holiday

5

Autumn Fair

21

General Meeting

28

Reconciliation Day

June

11

Queen’s Birthday Holiday

September

17

SPI Training Day

October

1

Labour Day Holiday

29

Annual General Meeting

21
(Fri)

Last Day for clients – SPI Closure for Christmas &
New Year

April

May

December

January 2019

7
(Mon)

SPI Reopens

Please be aware of the days marked in
purple as on these days Sharing Places will
be closed and will not be open to
participants.

PEARCE COMMUNITY CENTRE
COLLET PLACE
PEARCE ACT 2607
PO BOX 704
MAWSON ACT 2607

Sharing Places Inc
Membership 2017-2018

First Name …………………… Family Name …………………………………or
Business Name …………………………………………………………………...…
Address ……………………………………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………………………………………….
Individual Membership

 $11
(incl GST)

Receipt Required: Yes/No

Association Membership

 $22
(incl GST)

Signed ……………………………………..

